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It is well known that oxygen uptake depends on walking speed. The purpose of this study was to measure the energy cost of walking by the same method at three levels of amputation: above the knee, below the knee, and at Syme's level.
Testing was performed during unrestrained walking at the patient's chosen velocity.
The findings are compared with those for a group of normal subjects tested by the same method.
Material and Methods
As controls, five normal persons of each sex in each decade from the third to the seventh were studied. The seventy unilateral amputees studied were selected using these criteria: None had stump pain, swelling, or pressure sores.
All had worn a prosthesis for at least six months. All those with an above-the-knee amputation used a total- 
